	Young Farmer of The Year	 

	 

	Young Farmer of The Year competition aims to develop the competitors all round practical skills, together with demonstrating strong business acumen by way of preparing a business plan, together with financials and assumptions to address a real-life farming situation.  This year the Final will be held on the 22nd October 2026

	ELIGIBILITY 

	1. The Competition is open to full bona fide members of any Young Farmers Club affiliated to the Scottish Association of Young Farmers Clubs.  
2. Entries are invited from all members 16 years to under 28 years. Members cannot have attained their 28th birthday by the date of National competition.  
The entries can only be accepted from members who have attained their 16th Birthday by the date of the regional qualifying rounds.
3. Winners of previous Young Farmer of the Year competition are ineligible to ever compete in the competition again.

	CRITERIA  	 	 

	(a) Technical Ability	 	 	  
(b)   Quality of Execution
      (c)   Relevance to the Theme
(d) Creativity and Originality
(e) Presentation and Communication	 	 
 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 

	 

	1. Each Region will be responsible for hosting a qualifier for the competition with assistance from the Young Farmer of the Year Committee. 
2. Eligible members must compete in their Regional qualifying competition.
3. Regional qualifiers are subject to different practical activities at the discretion of the area committees.
4. The regional elimination will be made up of 6 events. All competitors must take part in the farm quiz. Competitors only need to take part in 4 out of the 5 practical events. If competitors wish to partake in all 5 practical events, their lowest score will be  dropped from the practical section. 
5. Farm management Quiz score is a compulsory element in the scoring system.
6. Events will be scored appropriately at the discretion of the judge who will give clear instructions of the scoring system.
7. Six competitors will be selected through to the Young Farmer of The Year Final, 2 from East, 2 North (1 Grampian 1 Highland) 2 West.
8. Finalists will be invited to attend a Farm Tour, (6-8 weeks prior to the final) Here they will be presented with their case study and farm particulars. 
9. Failure to attend the Farm Plan briefing will result in elimination from the competition.
10. Each Finalist will be introduced to their mentors for the competition who will support them in preparing their business plan.
11. Business Challenge equates to 50% of the final score.  It will be submitted by the designated deadline, whereby they will be judged on quality of business plan, execution of the task, presentation and quality of answers given to the judging panel.   

· Presentation of Business Plan (10%), Innovation and creativity (15%) Quality of research (5%) Profitability and viability of business idea (20%)
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12. The Final will involve 6 practical elements; competitors must participate in all elements. The Finalists will then                                                 be invited to a panel interview to present their business plan and demonstrate their understanding.
13. Finalists must attend the awards dinner where the presentation of prizes will take place. This will be on Thursday 22nd October 2026.

	

	1. Entries accepted for the competition at regional qualifying events



